GIACOMO BATTAFARANO IS THE NEW GENERAL MANAGER OF VERDURA RESORT
The Sicilian Resort of Rocco Forte Hotels reopens March 1st

Experienced international hotelier Giacomo Battafarano has returned to Sicily and been named as the
new General Manager of Verdura Resort.
Battafarano, born in 1974 and originally from Matera, brings a wealth of knowledge with him to the
iconic Sicilian resort – a Rocco Forte Hotel – which is celebrating its 10th anniversary this year.
After gaining a Master in Hospitality Management qualification at the LUISS School of Business and
Management in Rome, Battafarano began his career in the luxury hotel industry with a five-year spell as
Hotel Manager at Forte Village Resort. From Sardinia he moved to Portugal, where he held the
position of Operations Director at Le Meridien Dona Filipa and San Lorenzo Golf Course.
He returned to Italy at the historic Hotel Imperiale in Taormina, where he oversaw its reopening after a
complete renovation, while, in his most recent role, he spent five years managing London’s Xenia
Hotel, which included supervising the total rebranding of the Kensington property.
"I am proud to be joining the Rocco Forte Hotels team and, in particular, to manage the Verdura
Resort, a resort that has positioned Sicily among the most sought-after luxury destinations for
international clients. It is particularly exciting to come back to this marvellous land, which hosted me in
the past and which remains close to my heart,” said Giacomo Battafarano.
Sir Rocco Forte, Founder and Chairman of Rocco Forte Hotels, added: "We are very happy to
inaugurate 2019 by welcoming Giacomo. I am sure that his experience will allow us to achieve great
results in an exciting year for the property and for Rocco Forte Hotels.”
The appointment of Battafarano is part of an unprecedented moment of expansion for the Rocco
Forte Hotels group which, in May 2019, will inaugurate its first property in Puglia - Masseria Torre
Maizza in the province of Brindisi - and second property in Rome, the iconic Hotel De La Ville a few
steps from Piazza di Spagna.
Overlooking a private beach bordered by the turquoise waters of the Mediterranean, Verdura Resort is
ready to welcome guests next month from March 1. Ad hoc solutions for family stays and offers
dedicated to golf enthusiasts are available HERE.
www.roccofortehotels.com/verdura-resort

INFO FOR MEDIA:
Verdura Resort overlooks the crystalline waters of the Mediterranean from the southern coast of Sicily.
Immersed in a 230-hectare park, with over 1.8 km of private coastline, it has 203 elegant rooms, suites
and villas in which to enjoy a family atmosphere and maximum privacy. Championship golf courses,
designed by Kyle Philips and protagonists in 2017 and 2018 of the Rocco Forte Sicilian Open
(European Tour stage), make Verdura the golfing destination par excellence in the Mediterranean.

Sports facilities include 6 tennis courts, a 60-meter infinity pool, a soccer field, a fully equipped gym, a
rich program of fitness and meditation activities, as well as jogging paths that wind through the olive
groves and citrus groves of the estate. .
The restaurants and bars of the Resort celebrate Mediterranean cuisine using seasonal ingredients
typical of the island, accompanied by a structured wine list.
The Verdura Spa is an exclusive retreat for a holistic approach to health and wellness: 4,000 square
meters with four thalassotherapy pools, two saunas, a steam bath and a wide range of personalized
treatments and programs, with the new Irene Forte Skincare product line.
The resort also has a 4,000 square meter congress center.

For further information about Verdura Resort, please contact:
Ambra Rollero, PR Manager: arollero@roccofortehotels.com – Tel. 0925 998001
www.roccofortehotels.com/hotels-and-resorts/verdura-resort
Rocco Forte Hotels destinations: Hotel de Russie, Rome; Hotel Savoy, Florence; Verdura Resort, Sicily;
The Balmoral, Edinburgh; Brown’s Hotel, London; The Charles Hotel, Monaco; Villa Kennedy,
Frankfurt; Hotel de Rome, Berlin; Hotel Amigo, Brussels; Hotel Astoria, Saint Petersburg; Assila Hotel,
Jeddah.
Forthcoming openings: Hotel De la Ville, Rome; Torre Maizza, Puglia; Shanghai, China (2019) and
Villa Igiea, Palermo, Sicily (2020).
www.roccofortehotels.com

